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14-143 ORLEANS B EAS.72 
NR HD 1999 
Town/City: Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 295 Samoset Road 
Historic Name: Eldad & Paulina K. Higgins House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1885 
Source: deeds, censuses, historic newspapers 
Style/Form: Second Empire/two-story block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: wood & asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Office or shop (“post office”) 
garage 

Major Alterations (with dates): 
Mansard painted wall color 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yes(L| Date: 
Acreage: 0.998 


Setting: The house is situated on the fringe of the town 
center opposite Depot Pond. It is part of an early residential 
subdivision on the south side of Samoset Road. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Eldad & Paulina K. Higgins House, built in 1885 is a two-story wood frame single dwelling with its second story contained in 
a mansard roof. The first story of the front fagade is concealed within an enclosed porch, although it likely has a center entrance, 
which corresponds with the porch entry and a pedimented dormer in the mansard, flanked by windows as repeated in the roof. 
The center pedimented dormer is flanked by dormers recessed into the roof with flat heads and cornices. The mansard is 
covered with wood shingles with a band in saw-tooth pattern across the center; the roof has been painted to match the lower 
walls. The upper roof id hipped. It is not clear if the one-story wing on the east side is an original feature or an addition. The west 
side wall contains two bays with a double and single window on the first story and two recessed dormers. Rear wall is 
fenestrated like the front. The center entrance is sheltered by a hood mounted on scrolled brackets. A small one-story 
outbuilding with a front-gable fagade containing an entrance offset by two windows is located behind the house. It is reputed to 
have functioned as a post office in the 1930s, although it predates this use and has features consistent with the main house. A 
one-story wood frame two-car garage with double-wide overhead door on a gable end is located farther back on the lot 
accessed by a driveway entering from Bridge Road. 


The house occupies a corner lot set back a substantial distance from the street frontages behind lawns. The rear of the property 
is open with areas for parking. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In September 1885 Eastham fisherman William Henry Nickerson (1841-1915) sold 3.75 acres of land to Eldad Higgins for $75, a 
sum that suggests that no house was standing on the parcel at the time.’ Nickerson was the son of Joshua Walker Nickerson 
(1805-68) and his wife Mercy Walker (1804-81) and had inherited much of his father’s farm, on the west side of the northern part 
of Bridge Road, which probably embraced land as far north as Samoset Road. Eldad Higgins (1838-1919) was the son Benjamin 
Higgins Jr. (1808-80) and his wife Hannah (1806-72), daughter of Daniel and Polly Higgins of Wellfleet. His father was a 
mariner and fisherman, and Eldad was working as a mariner when he married Paulina Knowles, daughter of William F. and 
Betsy Knowles of Eastham. He is often referred to as “Captain Eldad Higgins” because he worked as a vessel master. By 1880 
the Higginses had one son, Wallace, and were farming in the Nauset section. In April 1883 the Barnstable Patriot noted that 
Eldad Higgins was “making improvements’ to his father’s house, then occupied by the superintendent of the French cable 
station. 


In March 1884, after the death of longtime Eastham depot agent N. P. Knowles, Eldad Higgins was appointed to take his place. 
The new job must have impelled his move to the town center. The Barnstable Patriot reported in late October 1885 that 
“carpenters have commenced to frame the new house of Mr. Eldad Higgins.”* Higgins also served the towns as an assessor, 
town meeting moderator, selectman, field viewer, and school committee member between the early 1880s and about 1910. 


The 1900 census lists Higgins in this neighborhood as a railroad station agent, and he and his wife were enumerated in a 
household next to that William H. and Dora Nickerson. He retired as depot master in 1907, and in 1910 he was retired and living 
with his wife; he died in September 1919. His will left son Wallace $1000 and the rest of his estate in trust to his son for the 
benefit of his widow Paulina, but the next month she moved to the Boston suburb of Jamaica Plain, where she died in 1928.° In 
April 1920 Wallace Higgins, a power company purchasing agent in Pennsylvania, sold 295 Samoset Road to Tamson Addie 
Nickerson, who had acquired an adjacent third of an acre from William Henry Nickerson in 1913.4 


Tamson A. Clark Nickerson (1873-1945) was the widow of another, nearly contemporary William H. Nickerson in Eastham— 
William Horton Nickerson (1867-1912), the son of Nathan B. and Phebe Horton Nickerson. The daughter of John A. and Tamson 


' William H. Nickerson to Eldad Higgins, 8 September 1885, BCD 165:308. 
2 “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 19 February 1884, 3; 11 March 1884, 3; and 20 October 1885, 3. 
3 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 13 October 1919, 2; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 16 August 1928, 4. 
4 Wallace E. Higgins, Sewickley PA, executor will Eldad Higgins, to Tamson Addie Nickerson, 6 April 1920, BCD 361:549; William Henry 
Nickerson to Tamson A. Nickerson, 20 March 1913, BCD 361:548. 
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Clark, she had married in 1892 and had five children—Alta H., Irma C., Susan H., Abigail F, and Nathan A.—between 1892 and 
1904. By 1920 she was living in this Samoset Road house with her youngest children, Abby and Nathan, and running an 
asparagus farm. Eastham tax records for 1926 credited her with the house, valued at $2000, a barn, an outbuilding, a poultry 
house, her 3.75-acre homestead lot, and 16.5 acres in other parcels throughout town. By 1930 both children had moved out, and 
Tamson Nickerson (Addie T. in that year’s census) was Eastham’s postmaster; in 1937 the town taxed her on a “post office” 
valued at $150 along with her house, a second house, two garages, an outbuilding, a water system, and nearly 30 acres. At that 
time she shared 295 Samoset Road with two young children, Robert and Eleanor Pierson, who still lived with her in 1940. 


Tamson A. Nickerson died in 1945, and the house and land seem to have passed to daughters Abigail and Alta, who by that 
time had married Winfred J. Knowles and lived at 215 Samoset Road. In 1962 they sold 295 Samoset Road to John Sinclair 
Wallace Sr. and his wife Florence of Rutherford, New Jersey. By 1987 John Wallace had died, and his son and namesake, 
individually and an executor of his father’s estate, deeded the property to himself and his wife Marion Frances Wallace. Marian 
F. Wallace was the owner of record in 2020.° 
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View from west. 
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